
 
 

December 19, 2016 

Dear SUSD Families, Staff and Community Supporters, 

Of the many attributes that define the Saratoga Union School District community, one of 
the most endearing is our radical benevolence.  “Radical,” as used here means, “very 
different from the usual or traditional.”  “Benevolence,” as used in this message means, 
“a desire to help a person or cause; a show of good will or kindness; generosity of 
spirit.”  As we approach the winter holidays, I have felt increasingly grateful for, and 
deeply moved by, the many instances of radical benevolence observed in our school 
community so far this school year; and it is my pleasure and privilege to share just a few 
shining examples with you: 

 Approximately 550 parents, guardians, grandparents, aunts, uncles 
and community members have completed our District’s safety-minded 
volunteer vetting process.  Thank you for going way out of your way to show 
your earnest desire to help our students and staff! 

 An Argonaut third grade class organized and implemented a Special 
Olympics for their young “buddy class” this week.  The third graders worked with 
extraordinary sensitivity and careful planning of events to ensure that their little 
buddies with special needs would be successful and have joyous fun. 

 The “MESHs” are Saratoga High School’s outstanding student 
musicians and mentors who voluntarily and kindly assist our younger, 
beginner band and orchestra students during after-school music classes.  They 
even played their instruments alongside our students at last week’s exquisite 
Saratoga Music Boosters/SUSD winter music concerts.  These role models are 
selfless, patient encouragers! 

 The all-volunteer Saratoga Education Foundation launched a survey 
late this fall, asking the community to share its priorities for SEF’s future support 
of student learning enrichment opportunities district-wide. When SEF analyzed 
the results and noticed that the priorities at each of our four schools differed 
slightly, its Board voted to immediately offer a $14,000 grant to each school to 
jump-start site-specific learning-enrichment goals.  These current school grants 
are in addition to the $879,000 raised to support this year’s on-going enrichment 
program in all schools.  The first grant to be approved is Saratoga Elementary’s —
an eight-week pilot of a K-5 fine arts program. 

 Many teachers have well-prepared their student writers for success in 
the art of “peer editing.”  In several classrooms recently, I have heard students 



giving helpful feedback to their fellow writers, expressing both good will and 
honesty… “Your opening sentences really hooked me, and I’m wondering if you can 
do the same thing with your conclusion.” …From a second grade peer editor to his 
classmate: “You made your small moment into a big moment by adding lots of 
details.  Could you add more detail to this part too?” 

 Our Board of Trustees regularly holds “office hours” for the 
community.  Each month two trustees leave their jobs and/or other 
commitments to listen and respond to anyone who drops by.  (At a recent 
conference, I learned that our trustees may be the only school board in the state 
regularly demonstrating this level of community care.) 

 Volunteers worked together on a fall weekend to unpack and prepare 
335 Chromebooks for deployment to Redwood Middle School classrooms.  The 
volunteers included students on the Griffin Tech team, parents, District staff and 
other uncommonly generous community members. 

 The Redwood Middle School Sports Boosters have been facilitating 
low-key, yet thoughtfully prepared celebrations of student athletes at the 
conclusion of each season’s competitions.  The values of participation, teamwork 
and work ethic are the focus of these celebrations. 

 Teachers, parents, District staff, students and the Boy Scouts worked 
tirelessly this past weekend to build work-tables for Redwood’s new 
STEAM “MakerSpace.”  This project’s proto-type was developed by the Foothill 
PTA whose MakerSpace is well-underway.  Both schools are piloting spaces 
dedicated to enabling hands-on projects integrating science, technology, 
engineering and the arts, including music. 

These few examples of our community’s extravagant support for our students and for one 
another are only brief glimpses of a much larger and ever-growing story of our radical 
benevolence.  Placed into the context of this holiday season’s international strife and 
national uncertainties, our tiny village here is incredibly blessed and unique.  I feel 
thankful every day for the many ways in which we work together to ensure our children’s 
rich learning opportunities and safe environment. 
 

Now it is time to enjoy celebrations of all we hold dear, and briefly rest in preparation for 
adventures awaiting us in 2017.  I wish you and yours the happiest and healthiest of 
holidays and an exceptionally satisfying new year!  
 

Warmest regards, 
 

Nancy Johnson 
Superintendent 
 


